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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To control all devices to be controlled when a broadcast 
control is controlled by operation control means without taking a time 
until all the devices are operated by controlling to operate according to 
control data when deciding means makes decision of oneself. 
CONSTITUTION: Nine indoor units B1-B9 receive communication data 
from centralized controller side transmission means 5 by indoor unit side 
transmission means 11, 21,..., 91 and judge whether the data from 
opponent address data DA are regarding themselves or not. Deciding 
means 12,..., 92 compare address numbers of opponent address data DA 
with read number of individual control of a memory 14 with respect to 
own address when broadcast control data PR are individually controlled. 

Operation control means 1 3 93 control an operation according to 

control data DT when the means 12,..., 92 make decision of themselves. 
Thus, a centralized controller performs a broadcast control, it does not 
take a plenty of time until all the indoor units of broadcast control are 
operated. 
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Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication 
No. 87378/1993 [Tokukaihei 5-87378) 

A. Relevance of the Above-identified Document 

The following is a partial English translation of 
exemplary portions of non-English language information 
that may be relevant to the issue of patentability of the 
claims of the present application. 

B. Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 

See also the attached English Abstract. 
[CLAIMS] 

1. An air conditioner, constituted of concentrated 
control devices, indoor devices, and outdoor devices, each 
of which are connected with one another on a 
communication line, wherein 

each of the devices includes: 

communication control means for serially 
transmitting communication data including (i) multicast 
control data for discriminating between an individual 
control for controlling a single device out of the devices 
and a multicast control for controlling a plurality of 
necessary devices out of the devices so that the necessary 
devices are in a same operational status, (ii) self address 
data constituted of device-type data and an address 
number at a transmission side, (iii) another address data 
constituted of device-type data and an address number at 
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a reception side, and (iv) control data; 

a memory for storing device-type data and an 
address number included in another address data in a 
multicast control; and 

determination means for comparing the another 
address data with the device-type data and the address 
number stored in the memory so as to determine whether 
the another address data concerns said each of the 
devices when the multicast control data indicates a 
multicast control, and 

when the determination means determines that the 
another address data concerns said each of the devices, 
said each of the devices performs an operational control 
based on the control data. 

[DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION] 
[0001] 

[INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY] 

The present invention relates to an air conditioner 
which performs an operational control of a plurality of 
concentrated control devices, indoor devices, and outdoor 
devices via serial communication data. 

[0008] 
[EFFECTS] 

In the foregoing arrangement, for example, in a case 
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where a concentrated controlling device performs a 
multicast control of a plurality of indoor devices, when the 
concentrated controlling device transmits (i) multicast 
control data for indicating a multicast control, (ii) another 
address data for indicating address numbers of indoor 
devices which perform multicast communication, and (iii) 
control data, each of the indoor devices causes 
determination means thereof to determine whether the 
data concerns said each of the indoor devices or not based 
on a memory for previously storing data in multicast, and 
said each of the indoor devices operates based on 
operational information. 
[0009] 

Therefore, when the concentrated controlling device 
performs a multicast control, it takes little time for all of 
the indoor devices to operate. Further, at that time, other 
devices such as outdoor devices do not operate. 
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